THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
Comparative Studies 294
Race and Sports: The Black Athlete in Contemporary America

Spring Quarter 2005
Professor: Dr. Jessica A. Johnson


Class Meetings: 1:30 p.m. TR

Credit: Five Hours




Location:
Office:






Office Hours:

Email: johnson.503@osu.edu



Office Phone:

Course Description:  This course examines issues of race in American sports since the 1960s.  Students will first be introduced to the history of sport integration starting with the social implications of Jackie Robinson’s 1947 breakthrough in Major League Baseball.  The continued struggle for equality on the playing field and in mainstream society will be analyzed through the militant activism of black athletes in the 1960s using Amy Bass’ Not the triumph but the struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the making of the Black athlete.  Moving from the militant athletes of the 60s to the mainstream sports figures, students will critique John Hoberman’s Darwin’s Athletes and evaluate his thesis of the “sports fixation” and how it has damaged the black community.  In critiquing Hoberman’s theory, the course will culminate with students’ examination of Michael Jordan as a cultural icon. 
Rationale: The journey of the black athlete in America over the last four decades serves to edify the ongoing racial, social, economic and political struggles of African Americans.  The dynamics of sport in its racial and cultural context serves as a vehicle to examine the intersection of African American culture in the broader spectrum of mainstream society.  Michael Jordan, with his business savvy and commercial appeal, embodies the American ideal of meritocracy, while Allen Iverson, with his flamboyant tattoos and braids, represents the “hip-hop” culture that is reminiscent of the “bad nigger” era of Jack Johnson.  

Jordan and other athletes who have crossed over into the mainstream face the dilemma W.E.B. DuBois termed “double-consciousness,” the impediment that would cause the Negro to constantly strive to assimilate to the ethics of the American value system while he was deemed unworthy.  The precepts of ideological racism are replicated in sport and having students assess the contemporary experience and perception of black athletes will allow them to comprehend how present racism and race relations in sport reflect the traditional prejudices of the dominant culture.   
Course Objectives
1. Students will understand the implications of sport integration and how it challenged American egalitarian ideals.

2. Students will be able to assess how racism and race relations in the institution of sport mirror American society.

3. Students will analyze how the sporting experience of the black athlete is identical to the social, economic and political struggles of African Americans.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Andrews, David L., ed. Michael Jordan, Inc. Corporate Sport, Media Culture, and Late

 Modern America. New York: State University of New York Press, Albany, 2001.

Bass, Amy. Not the triumph but the struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the making of the 

Black athlete.  Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, c2002.

Hoberman, John. Darwin’s Athletes. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Short Essay (3-5 pages) on black athletes in the 60s

20%

Short Essay (3-5 pages) on pro sports and black America
20%

Final Exam (Research Paper, 7-10 pages)


40%

“ESPN Talk Show Presentations (Panel Discussions)
20%

GUIDELINES FOR SHORT ESSAYS AND RESEARCH PAPER (FINAL EXAM)

For your research essay, select a topic on racism and sports or sports and popular culture.  Choose a topic that is of intrinsic interest to you.  For example, you may want to examine the Jordan effect on present athletes such as Tiger Woods or the NBA’s bad boy image that has followed the league’s African American players.  You will be required to use at least two scholarly journal articles as sources in addition to the popular sources of newspapers and magazines.  In all, your research essay must have at least seven sources and follow standard MLA research guidelines, which include a title page, outline, 7-10 pages of text and a works cited page.   Your short essays (3-5 pages) must have at least two sources and also follow MLA guidelines. 

“ESPN Talk Show Presentations”

All students will participate in a panel discussion examining the concepts and theories discussed throughout the quarter concerning the black athlete.  In your groups, you will choose the athletes and sports journalists for role playing and develop a presentation in talk show format. You will need to turn in two pages of research notes that prepare you for your panel discussion.  The research notes must be typed, double-spaced and referenced using MLA format.  “ESPN” presentations will be scheduled at the end of week six.

Class Participation/Evaluation

Students are responsible for all materials discussed in class and are expected to read assignments before the assigned week for appropriate class participation. Incomplete grades or assignment extensions will only be given in cases of a medical or family emergency.  

Grading Scale

97-100 = A+

87-89 = B+

77-79 = C+

67-69 = D+

95-96 = A

85-86 = B

75-76 = C

65-66 = D

94-90 = A-

84-80 = B-

74-70 = C-

64-60 = D-

Below 60 = E

Attendance
Regular attendance is essential to performing well in this course.  Each class period, you will be expected to sign your name on an attendance sheet.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (HYPERLINK http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http:www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE OUTLINE

Week One 

Introduction to course

1. Film: The Journey of the African American Athlete. Prod. Leslie Farrell, Paul. H. Hutchinson and Kendall Reid.  HBO Sports, 1996.

Week Two

The Black Athlete Revisited
1. Wiggins, David K. “Civil Rights and the Quest for Equality.” Glory Bound: Black Athletes in a White America. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1997. 61-174.

2. Wiggins, David K. “The Notion of Double-Consciousness and the Involvement of Black Athletes in American Sport.” Glory Bound: Black Athletes in a White America. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1997. 200-220.

(Readings are on library reserve)

Weeks Three/Four

1. Bass, Amy. Not the triumph but the struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the making of the Black athlete.  Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, c2002.
2. Film: Jim Brown: All American. Prod. Spike Lee.  HBO Sports and 40 Acres and a Mule Filmworks, 2003.

Weeks Five/Six

Are Pro Sports Bad for Black America?
1. Hoberman, John. Darwin’s Athletes. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997.

2. Short essay on black athletes in the 1960s due (3-5 pages).

Weeks Seven/Eight

Air Jordan’s Throne

1. Andrews, David L., ed. Michael Jordan, Inc. Corporate Sport, Media Culture, and Late

 Modern America. New York: State University of New York Press, Albany, 2001.

2. Short essay on pro sports and black America due (3-5 pages).

Week Nine

ESPN Talk Show presentations
Week Ten

Research paper presentations

